CAREER COMPASS - CAREER EXCEL. 74 GEA
ACADEMY AT THE SAFMA +
CONFERENCE 1 November 2024

Day One Highlights:

We kicked off the conference with a tour of the Discovery and Azure buildings in Cape Town. The tour
was incredibly enjoyable, despite the fact that | almost got blown away by the wind! Did you know
that the Discovery building in Century City is a zero-waste building? It was fascinating to learn about
their sustainable practices and see how they are leading the way in environmental responsibility.

We also toured the Aurecon Zutari building, which has been awarded a 5-star Green Star SA rating.
This recognition highlights their commitment to sustainability and innovative design. Seeing these
green buildings in action was truly inspiring and gave us plenty of ideas to incorporate into our own
projects.

We attended several enlightening sessions on sustainable facilities management, the future of
workspaces, and the integration of technology in facility operations. These sessions not only
broadened our knowledge but also sparked new ideas that we are eager to implement in our courses.

Day Two Highlights:

Day two was jam-packed with an opening plenary from Batabile Sibaca and a keynote address from
the Minister of Public Works, Dean Macpherson. The rest of the day featured panel sessions focused
on tackling the most pressing challenges in facilities management today. In the evening, we were
treated to a gala dinner at Spyced Restaurant, which was a night filled with good food and an
amazing live band.

Day Three Highlights:

Day three was filled with transformative conversations, the most interesting one being about skills
development and education in the facilities management industry. The panel focused on the future
of facilities management studies, providing valuable insights into how we can better prepare our
students for the evolving demands of the industry.
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Celebrating Birthdays

October is a particularly special month for us at Career Excel Academy as we celebrate the birthdays of
four wonderful team members. Please join me in wishing a very happy birthday to Phumi, Janet, and
Chewan and myself! Your dedication and hard work are truly appreciated, and we hope you have a
fantastic birthday month filled with joy and celebration. Remember, age is just a number, but cake is a
universal truth!

Thank you all for your continued support and commitment to excellence. Let’s keep striving to make
Career Excel Academy the best it can be!
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